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Introduction 

The UC XML Format Check 2.0 testing tool supports corporate clients in validating payment files for ISO 20022, according to the 
current specifications of the German Committee (Deutsche Kreditwirtschaft, DK), EPC and CGI. This tool helps you identifying errors, 
correcting them directly within the tool, and simulating feedback messages (pain.002) – all without any installation required. 
Sample files are available for all relevant message types (pain and camt). 

A complete overview of these formats can be found in our official brochure: 
Payment Transactions_Formats EN. 

1. Get access 

Click here to access the UC XML Format Check 2.0 tool. 

On the login page, you have the option to switch between German and English language: 

When you access the tool for the first time, you must perform the registration. To do so, click on “Register here” to create a new user 
account. 

 

Please complete all required fields and accept the Terms and Conditions as well as the Privacy Policy. 

After a successful registration, you will receive an email with the activation link which allows you to quickly and easily activate your 
access and start using the tool.  

 

https://www.hypovereinsbank.de/content/dam/hypovereinsbank/unternehmen/pdf/Downloadcenter/ZV-Formate-EN.pdf
https://www.xmlformatcheck.de/
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2. Testing an XML File 

On the start page of the tool, you can set the desired language (German / English) by using the icon  at the top right corner.  

Then, in the “Environment” section, you must select the type of the file and the corresponding version before uploading the XML file 
by using the “Upload” button. 

 

Files can either be dragged and dropped into the “Upload” field or manually selected by using the respective button:  

 

3. Start Validation 

Once your file is uploaded, the validation starts automatically – no additional step is required. 
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4. Results evaluation 

After the automatic validation of the XML file, you will be taken to the results overview. This central view provides a quick summary of 
the following: 

• File name 

• Reference ID 

• Sender 

• Receiver 

• Version used (e.g., DK SEPA 3.9) 

• Validation Result (e.g., OK, Warning, Error) 

 

By clicking the ‘View Details’ button, the payment file in its XML structure will be displayed and the full validation report will be shown 
on the right-hand side of the screen: 
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This validation report includes: 

• Schema Validation – Checks based on the basic requirements of the XML structure (e.g. incorrect elements or order) 

• Validation according to the usage rules – Checks for correct content according to the rules that must be followed for XML files  
(e.g., IBAN-check digit or valid BIC according to the BIC directory) 

This view helps you identifying and fixing errors precisely. 

If your payment file is displayed in a single line, you can click on “Pretty Print” to add line breaks and format it into a readable layout, 
making individual entries easier to read: 

 

Now, the payment file appears in a readable format, as follows: 
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An example of validating a correct XML file: 

 

You can open and save the validation report directly as a PDF by clicking on the “Download” button: 
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An example of a succesfull validation report: 

 

No further action is required in case of an error-free validation.  

5. Correcting and retesting an XML file 

If the validation report shows errors, these must be corrected to ensure that the XML file can be processed successfully. 

An example of an incorrect XML file: 

 

Based on the hints provided in the validation report, you can adjust your file accordingly. Typical corrections include: 

• Structural errors (e.g., incorrect elements or order) 

• Invalid values (e.g., codes or formats that are not allowed) 

• Recommended adjustments based on the usage rules. 

The validation errors are divided into 3 components: 

• Description of the issue 

• Position in the XML file (line, column) 

• XPath to the affected location. 
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Additionally, there are notes on the use of fields according to the usage rules, such as the recommendations to avoid certain fields. 

The validation report of an incorrect XML file includes exactly these hints: 

 

You can also download the payment file with the errors highlighted at the corresponding position: 
Therefore click on “Annotate XML” below the file to see the error message displayed at the relevant position within the XML file. 
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You can then download the XML file with the error message by using the “Download” button above the file. To correct the error, click 
directly on the respective error line on the right-hand side of the screen. This position will be then highlighted at the bottom of the 
XML file on the left-hand side of the screen: 

 

You can now click directly on that spot in the XML file and correct the wrong entry there. As soon as you make a change, the file is 
automatically revalidated. If the XML file contains multiple errors, correct them one by one until no more errors are shown in the 
validation report. 

After a successful correction, your validation report looks as follows: 
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You can now download your corrected payment file directly from the Format Check Tool and import it into your software. To do so, 
click on the “Download” button located directly above your XML file. 

 

6. Feedback message (Pain.002) 

With the “Derive” function, you can create the bank’s feedback message (in the form of a Pain.002 file) from a submitted file (e.g., 
Pain.001). 

 

You can choose between two main scenarios: 

• Positive feedback: 

• Technical acceptance of the file 

• Complete processing and booking of the file 

• Negative feedback: 

• Rejection of the file with error code (e.g., RC01 – Invalid bank identifier). 
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You can select these scenarios by directly clicking on the row with the desired feedback. 

 

The simulated response file in the form of Pain.002 is then displayed as follows: 

 

This function is especially suitable for testing and simulations in payment processing. 
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7. Tipps and Tricks 

FILE SIZE  

The UC XML Format Check 2.0 can validate files up to a maximum size of 5 MB. Please note that ZIP files cannot be uploaded. Larger 
files can therefore not be checked. If necessary, clearing your browser cache may improve performance. 

INVALID SCHEMA DETAILS AND SPECIAL CHARACTERS / LINE BREAKS 

In some cases, no clear error message is displayed if the file cannot be properly recognised due to incorrect schema information. Please 
check your file again. Special characters are only permitted to a limited extent in the DK format. 

For more information, please refer to the following online resources: 

• PaymentTransactions_Formats_EN 

• Payment Transactions Reporting_EN 

HANDLING ERROR MESSAGES 

Error messages must be resolved. 
Warning messages may lead to rejection by other banks. Generally, HypoVereinsbank can still process them. 

8. Questions 

If you have further questions about using the UC XML Format Check 2.0, you can reach us directly via the “Contact” form: 

 

PRICING 

The use of the UC XML Format Check 2.0 is generally subject to a fee. The Cash Management Specialist will get in contact with you to 
align upon the conditions. 

SUPPORT & HELP 

If you have any questions or technical issues, please contact our support team directly at: gtb-center@unicredit.de 

 

https://www.hypovereinsbank.de/content/dam/hypovereinsbank/unternehmen/pdf/Downloadcenter/ZV-Formate-EN.pdf
https://www.hypovereinsbank.de/content/dam/hypovereinsbank/unternehmen/pdf/Downloadcenter/ZV-Reporting-EN.pdf
mailto:gtb-center@unicredit.de
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